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Social Changes and Utilization of Common Resources in

Rural Mexico
=3
(Joo, Jong-Taick)
(Abstract)

Historically common forest resources have been important
economic resources for many rural communities. Especially forest
resources can help the local poor maintain their households in the
economic crisis. In the community of San Juan del Estado,
traditional social structure and cultural customs called the cargo
system have played an essential role in increasing economic
efficiency in the processes of commercializing forest resources.
However, the method of utilizing common resources may not be the
same at all times. In a community owning common forest resources,
the pattern of lumber production can change frequently over time. In
fact, the use of common forest resources has been influenced by
many socioeconomic and political factors other than government
policies. Individuals and households belonging to a community with
common forest resources may not simply accept the common
property system always. Community members can selectively
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participate in the production of lumber considering their

socioeconomic  conditions, ecological discourses, and political

situations in the society. Meanwhile, the development of forest

resources is also affected by sociocultural elements. Therefore, local

customs and ideologies should not be ignored when investigating

lumber production.

Even though the existence of common property system and

concomitant regulations is crucial for the efficient use of common

resources, the proper application of such system and regulations in

a

specific situation is an another difficult task. Regardless of them,

the pattern of utilizing common resources can be changed depending

on local economic and political conditions. Accordingly, the

development of forest resources can accelerate socioeconomic

differentiation in the end rather than realize social justice or equal

income distribution. In short, while common forest resources can

evenly provide economic benefits for the community, it may also

create social conflicts or economic polarization.

Key Words: Common Resources, Common Property, Forests,

Lumbering, Mexico

I.

ME

ArirtR] oM ARl 7IREE & AR2F2l7) wEA| Sk A,

/kol—o

3 ofalgA| 2 tHeshs Al WS 47 F74HL o] F Aol 9]

A o] SABHAIAL Qlek. o] = QIsf of 2] 7HA] ARl ZAI 7 ol AL

QX

|5h a3p# o 2 o] Zs s st = Hiets] ot 73t feko] A4l



WA A0 ASE Wl B olg 71

il
lo
o

19

)
_{

-1
_O‘L
ﬂ
ozé
ol
o,
u=
>
BN
&
=
o
ol
<t
>
foit
i
0
N
o
B

ottt
o
fu

2

_\ﬁ
rlr
N
12
_,é
toh
L
:|
A
r‘
ol
rlo
o
Jo
Y
2
i
<t
i
jukad
o
1
ANy
olN
N
S

NS S
o o of

_,d
ok
norre

1 FAYEY 7:lx1]7«4 0]9]
7ol =7, 719 S22 70 Hialefl vheol
A7t ek wheb kg welo
it 2A|S SrlEA JAASHE Hol Be £8-8 & Aol e
del7h F7hek oA 2 WA o A uhgo] Telshs FRAHUol
oh 1 S A= WA= SR HollA vhe Aol AFRA|
S H A 2= 0] 7] wiZoll, AR o8- Fefef W
TAA SAEA IS olsfiste Aol T-RAe A4S vt
AlA o] o5k st AFALY-L HIZS oHlsl= o] 235 o

mlo
olN
N
e
N
rlr
__(71_4‘
2
ol
fo
et
12 >~
et
o
o
K

A flo P
L
=2 oft
:io
E
o
o ru,i
& ol
ko
fr F:;L
3 o
okl )
s
i)i
©
tlo of

I
o

0 2 it 1o 52

12
ﬁﬁagr_vlr«

o K

£

S
u

_>i'
En)

oh
to rlr
ot
O

B
12
2
>~
ne
rr
12
2
i
-
r>~
o
flo
-9,
oo
Ol
ok
2
oZ
)
il
Jo
N,
o
%0
fl
Iz
ox

=

% P
2
of =55 ¥F 4 o, Ao g BEI A E B
T

)

ik
N
30
™

2
o
u
I
=2
ks
i

1y
©
o
ot
>
(o
o
N
™,
Do)
toh
1o
kl
oo
N,
toh
i
_1 -
fu)
>,

3}
S
N
(O8]
[N}
=
=

|43 2helofm| 2|7 ol A Al ] of ] 27te} vl s vk
o] Al x| elo] i) W& 27k F2] sholr). wix e Ak x| oo
208 "“EPEFE A G 0] 330 olAF& Rk k. Lefa of
T2} 8000719 vh&o] WA 31o] Akl A Ao 71 FahAl 4t

(=
2 :lO _{E
rlo

O\

,.JA

—
o
S
S
2
ol
L

HAde 4 ﬂ 2 B o7 ol g3trh HA| AFEAY 7k 80% F =7} uf
29 30l 45512, o] A|ofol AFSHE AUES AUES] FEAE 5
o= AFRIAME ABARsto] AA|E-5-2 A ¥gttH(Charnley and Poe 2007,



72 ol ZopH2|7} A17d 2%
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g& elohd Ao S HoshuA A4 o]k 25 4= 9l
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Ato &2 71 de] 4 A 1= 3to|th(Barsimantov 2009, 51). BFZol| A= I}k
715 A0 SRR s AR ol Est dokglth FUETE
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